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house I stayed with Aunt Jennie Churchill. She had a dinner
party and had invited Wilfred. We had not met for two years.
We were both much changed. He was maturer and more
beautiful—I was more experienced and more amusing. He
asked me my plans. I told him :
" To-morrow I go to Holland/'
" What for ? "
" That no longer concerns you ! "
" What ?   Are you going to marry ? "
" You always advised me to."
" But you would be happier in a cottage with me than in a
castle with him/1
" I have always thought so/1
We communicated our decision to our families—his and mine
—and they were not pleased. Neither of us had any money,
and money in their eyes was the supreme consideration.
Wilfred was heir to an estate that required an heiress. At the
moment he just earned sufficient to keep a wife; it was in a
kind of gambling spirit that we took the chance. People might
shake their fingers and their heads at us, people whose sense
of precaution kills joy- We disregarded them.
All the arrangements for a worldly wedding which followed
combined to rob the occasion of its sublimity. My levity
is of all things the outstanding feature in my mind, and the
letters of congratulation, the presents, the trousseau, the re-
poiters, the chaos! Lady Naylor Leyland contributed the
loan of Hyde Park House. The larger the house the greater
the scope for confusion. Wilfred fitted but dimly into it all,
seemed hardly to belong or to play a part. There were moments
I wished we had escaped to a registry office, but the wedding
presents were furnishing our house, and that was an important
consideration. Now and then Munthe would flash across my
mind, with his love of the simple life, his horror and contempt
for the worldly and the superficial. The simple life I meant to
live in the future, this was agreed between us. We would go
away from London and live in the country. We would make
Italy in England I Wilfred thought the idea was mine, lie
little knew it reflected Munthe. We found a house after long
searching, a Tudor farm-house in Surrey, buried among the

